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An Analysis of the Relationship Dynamics between Robin and Eber in Tenth of December 
A relationship is a common concept that can be defined as a series of connections between various people. A relationship is an essential element or characteristic of human life. Various individuals in society are related in different ways. For instance, some people are connected by blood while others are attached due to marriage. Relationship dynamics are another vital term that describes interaction patterns between people. The nature of such interactions is normally defined by how people communicate with each other. Relationship dynamics can be prompted by aspects such as facial expression and the words being used for communication purposes. Certain literary works have deeply examined the patterns of relationship dynamics as they unfold in respective characters. The tenth of December is one of the pieces of literature that focus on relationship dynamics. George Saunders wrote this short story. Tenth of December is a story that reveals Robin and Eber's struggles, who are the main characters. Robin is a boy preoccupied with the mission to rescue Suzanne Bledsoe from the kidnappers, the beavers (Saunders 208). During this pursuit, Robin and Eber come into contact and helps one another in varied ways. The author describes Eber as a terminally ill man who Robin has rescued. The relationship dynamics between Robin and Eber are quite good because these individuals embraced positive elements like a sense of responsibility, the ability to focus on issues at hand, the act of embracing change, trust, and mutual respect.
One of the factors that characterize the relationship dynamic between Eber and Robin is a sense of responsibility. The term responsibility is a principle that connotes the willingness to take charge and to avoid making excuses for certain actions. Both Eber and Robin revealed the principle of responsibility in different ways. First, Eber made it evident that he was willing and ready to help out Robin when he almost fell in the pond. "He walked fifty feet down the shore, stepped onto the pond, walked toward the black water. His knees were shaking. Why? He was afraid he might fall in" (Saunders 230). The above quote shows the activity that took place before Robin fell into the pond. It is clear that Robin was trying to prove a point. His main intention was not to pick the coat but rather to show Suzanne that he is a superhero. For instance, he proved that he was brave enough to walk alone through the woods and also when he finds the winter coat. He also began tracing the footprints to indicate his commitment to return this coat to the owner. When Eber realized that Robin was in trouble, he rushed to save him. “With the coat off, Eber could see that the boy’s shirt was turning to ice. Eber peeled the shirt off. Poor little guy” (Saunders 230). The above quote shows how Eber was the first to react during this incidence. Eber knew that Robin was unable to last long in the cold, thus taking responsibility for saving his life. Eber demonstrated that he had a good relationship dynamic with Robin when he used his shirt to cover him. “Eber took off his pajama shirt, put it on the kid, slid the kid’s arm into the arm of the coat. In the arm was Eber’s hat and gloves. He put the hat and gloves on the kid, zipped the coat up” (Saunders 231). All these actions show that Eber was concerned with Robin's state hence making an effort to help him. Eber also acted warmly towards Robin because he believed in doing the right thing. “Eber sat on the boat, took off his boots and socks, peeled off his pajama pants, made the kid sit on the boat, knelt before the kid, got the kid’s boots off. He loosened the pants up with little punches and soon had one leg partly out” (Saunders 231). This quote is a true representation of parenthood, brotherhood, or humanity. Regardless of being strangers, Eber did what he could do best to save Robin. All of these acts are a sign of a good gesture. Also, Eber’s act of giving an encouraging pop in the shoulder proves that these individuals had developed a good connection after a shorter time. For example, Eber told Robin that they are going to walk him home and asked him whether he lives around (Saunders 232). Such sentiments are perfect ways of establishing trust between people. Through such encouragement, Robin developed a close relationship with Eber because he believed that he was in safe hands. Therefore, Eber expressed a total sense of responsibility when handling Robin’s case. 
On the same note, Robin also reciprocated by acting in favor of Eber. The key aspect here is that Eber and Robin portrayed the feature of interdependence and integration that is associated with relationship dynamics. It is crucial to note that people in good relationships are always willing and able to help their mates regardless of the prevailing circumstances. The author did well in twisting the rescues in this story as a way of revealing the good relationship between these two characters. Robin also acted as a good Samaritan after reaching home. He informed his mother of what happened and sent her to pick Eber from the cold (Saunders 235).  It is also apparent that Robin saved Eber from committing suicide when he fell into the pond. The author used this scene as a way of distracting Eber’s evil thoughts. The author also utilizes this scene to inform the audience of the benefits of proper interpersonal relationships. It is true that friends can save each other. Eber’s condition and thoughts changed after saving Robin because he was able to visualize the present life hence starting to view his illness as a normal state rather than a negative issue. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]In summary, the relationship dynamics between Robin and Eber is quite good because these individuals embraced positive elements like a sense of responsibility, the ability to focus on issues at hand, the act of embracing change, trust, and mutual respect. Robin and Eber revealed various elements of interpersonal relationships that people should integrate in order to survive in society. For instance, it is clear that every individual should uphold a duty of care. This means that people should not be bystanders when soothing bad is happening to someone. They should step in and help to fix the issue. 
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